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New Temporary 
Hours of Operation 
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10am-3pm for 
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Monday 10 - 5 
Tuesday 10 - 7:30 
Wednesday 10 - 5 
Thursday 10 - 5 
Friday 10 - 5 
Saturday 9 -2  
Sunday Closed 
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Newsletter  from Friends o f  the Ripley Library  

October 2020 

 Friends of the Library Meeting:   
Friday, October 23, 10 a.m. 
Location to be determined 

  

Renovations con-
tinue and one of the 
most prized compo-
nents of the old church, 
hidden for decades, was 
the oak ceiling medal-
lion that was fixed to 
the peak of the vaulted 
ceiling.  

Earl Freling, Ripley Li-
brary Board president, 
put his considerable 
woodworking skills to 
the task of stripping 
the layers of paint from 
the medallion and re-
finishing it to its origi-
nal natural beauty. 

“They put it up with 
spikes,” Earl exclaimed 
“and I still have some 
work to do to fill in the 
holes,”  

This medallion will be 
one of several focal 
points of the renovated 
library. 
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Annual Auction 

Now is the time of year to start thinking of cooler temperatures, apple picking, 
pumpkin pies and the holidays.  It is also the time to be thinking of donations 
for the Friends’ upcoming Annual Auction coming up in early December. Look 
for some unique differences in how the auction is run this year! 

We are accepting any new items that you would be willing to contribute.  This is 
our largest fundraiser of the year and with the library undergoing construction 
and renovations, the library will be in need of many items for its new look.  Can 
you help us out? The Friends of the Library are working to raise enough money 
to build or buy a new circulation desk. 

We are accepting donations in three ways: monetary, a service (snow plowing, 
gift certificates, etc.) or actual items (including baskets filled with goodies).  You 
may drop off your items at the library on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 10-3 or 
call 736-3913 and we will make arrangements to pick it up. 

%RDUG�1RWHV 

The Ripley Public Library Board of Trustees met on September 26 where the 
members talked about the continuing process of renovation. The construction of 
a custom circulation desk was discussed, along with the possibility of laminate 
flooring to be installed at the entrances to the library. With the framework and 
sheet rock completed, colors for the new look will be picked out soon. 

Sexual harassment training is a requirement from the State and must be com-
pleted and signed off  by each board member as well as the librarian and clerks 
no later than October 9th. 

David Prenatt from the Dunkirk Observer interviewed librarian Rhonda Thomp-
son and Board president Earl Freling regarding the library building project. 
Watch for his article in the Dunkirk Observer. 

Discussion was held regarding a “grand re-opening” event when Phase I is com-
pleted. The date will be set when the finish date is determined. 

Applications for grant money is ongoing, the latest being for new windows where 
needed. 

Library Board meetings are open to the public. For information about the next 
meeting, call the library at (716)736-3913 and leave a message for a return call. 
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Among Friends 
 Nancy McIntosh 

The Friends recently gathered to catch up on each other’s lives and upcom-
ing events.  As stated in last month’s Bookworm, the Family Fun Run has 
been cancelled as well as our regular Silent and Live Auctions.  We dis-
cussed the need for donations and new avenues to pursue for the upcom-
ing Online Auction as well as a local Chinese Auction.  This is a great time 
for businesses to get their names out to a much larger audience. In the 
past we have been limited to revealing contributors only to those attend-
ing our auction in person.  Now is the chance to get all contributors listed.  
The actual dates of the auction have not been finalized but we will be sure 
to post them well ahead of time.    

Excitement grows as the renovations on the library proceed.  It will truly 
be something the town can utilize and admire.  Let’s all work together to 
make this a library that we can be proud of.  Stop sitting on the sidelines 
and become a Friend today! 

FOL Update 

It’s time to update our email listing for the Friends of the Library.  Any-
one who would like to remain or be added to our list to receive any up-
dates, messages, planned group meetings or fundraiser information is be-
ing asked to send their names and email addresses to:                             
thebookworm14775@gmail.com .  Thank you. 

Sun-Sat 6am-3pm 

Serving coffee, iced 
coffee, cappuccino, 
hot chocolate, 
dughnuts, muffins, 
bagels, sandwiches, 
and more! 

     716-365-9602 
    Coffee on Main 
    25 W. Main St. 
    Ripley, NY 

 Chicken  

Barbeque  

Sunday  

October 11 

Dinners go fast—Pre-order so you don’t 
miss out!  

19 West Main Street, Ripley, NY 
Phone: 716-736-7381    
www.meedersrestaurant.com 
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From the Director’s Desk 
By Rhonda Thompson 

Oh!!! It is Autumn! This is my 
favorite time of the year. I just 
love  the air getting crisp. The 
colors are spectacular and it is leading 
up to the holidays. I hope all of you are 
enjoying the start of Autumn as well.  

The library has been filled with a lot of 
activity as the first phase of the renova-
tion project is coming to completion.         
Although not done yet, the process is re-
ally moving along. I hope you have been 
watching the web page and keeping up 
with the newsletters to see the pictures.  

Thank you to everyone who came out to 
support us when we had our mini bake-
n-book sale. This was fun for us and we 
enjoyed seeing everyone. The sales 
helped towards our building fund.  
Covid-19 has made it difficult to raise 
funds for this, but then again it has 
made it difficult for everyone. Remem-
ber, the library will be here to fulfill 
your needs as much as it can. 

Speaking of fundraising, the Friends of 
the Library will once again host their 
annual Holiday Auction. This year it 
will be done online. Watch the website 
for updates on the auction.   Funds 
raised from the auction will be used to 
provide a new circulation desk. We need 
your support. Remember, investing in 
libraries is never a waste. They always 
exist and adapt to change. Libraries 
never get old or go out of style. They are 
here for all of us, so we need your sup-
port.. 

We are planning a big celebration when 
the first phase of the library is complet-
ed. This will be on the order of a semi-
formal to formal event. We have not 
worked out the details yet, but it will be 
worthy of what the library has to offer 
to the community. When Phase I is 
complete, we will finalize the details  
and let you know when we will hold this 
event. I hope you will be able to attend.  

Signing off now and soon I will be able 
to say “see you at the library” again! 

Join a Board Meeting 

If you are interested in virtually join-
ing a Ripley Public Library Board 
meeting, please contact the director, 
Rhonda Thompson, 716-736-3913  
with your email address and you can 
be sent a link to the meeting.  Or you 
can email her at                                 
director@ripleylibrary.org  Leave a 
message.  We will return your call. 

%RDUG�RI�7UXVWHHV 

7KH�/LEUDU\�LV�VWLOO�ORRNLQJ�IRU�VRPHRQH�WR�
ILOO�WKH�RQH-\HDU�RSHQLQJ�RQ�WKH�%RDUG�RI�
7UXVWHHV� 

,I�\RX�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG��SOHDVH�VHQG�D�OHWWHU�
RI�LQWHUHVW�WR� 

'LUHFWRU 
5LSOH\�3XEOLF�/LEUDU\ 
3��2��%R[���� 
5LSOH\��1<������ 
 
25�GLUHFWRU#ULSOH\OLEUDU\�RUJ 



Ripley Public Library      
Mission Statement 

The mission of the Ripley Public Li-
brary is to promote life-long learning 
for all community residents, providing 
unrestricted free access to all printed 
and recorded material from its own 
collection as well as that of the Chau-
tauqua-Cattaraugus Library System. 
The Library will endeavor to create a 
community center that provides so 
much more than information for all of 
those who ask questions and seek an-
swers. 
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/RRNLQJ�*RRG�RQ��������������������
KWWSV���ZZZ�ULSOH\OLEUDU\�RUJ 

7KH�&&/6��&KDXWDXTXD�&DWWDUDXJXV�
/LEUDU\�6\VWHP��KDV�GR]HQV�RI�PDJD�
]LQHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�EH�GRZQORDGHG�
IURP�WKHLU�FROOHFWLRQ��)LQG�ZKDW�\RX�
DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�E\�JRLQJ�WR�WKH�OLEUDU\�
ZHEVLWH�OLVWHG�DERYH��7KHQ�FOLFN�RQ�
GRZQORDGV�DFURVV�WKH�WRS�EDU��6FUROO�
GRZQ�XQWLO�\RX�ILQG�PDJD]LQHV�DQG�
VLPSO\�FOLFN�RQ�WKH�RQH�WKDW�LQWHUHVWV�
\RX��,W¶V�WKDW�VLPSOH� 

� 

 

October Gardening 

  

· Divide crowded clusters of perennials 
· Plant more spring bulbs 
· Collect seeds from your favorite plants 
· Cut back your perennial plants that have 

started to die back. 
· Lay a heavy layer of mulch to protect ten-

der perennials 
· Clear away old vegetation. 
· Plant onions and garlic now. 
· Continue to water newly planted plants 
· Repot your potted plants.  Add new potting 

soil and increase your pot by one size before 
bringing them indoors. 

· Mulch your beds and borders. 
· Apply your second application of lawn ferti-

lizer. 
· This is a good time to prune “most” of your 

deciduous trees.  Please take the time to 
research before you prune. 

· Perform oiling, sharpening and sanding 
maintenance on your garden tools. 

· Work on your power equipment including 
filter changes, sharpening blades, check 
tires, pull cords, lights, etc. 
 
https://www.farmersalmanac.com/october-

gardening-chores-19365 
Frost, Adam. How To Create Your Garden. 

DK Publishing. 
 
Next Month:  Look for ways to Winterize 

your Home. 

October brings cooler temperatures 
along with the need to prepare 
your garden for winter and make 
plans for your spring gardening. 
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We Get Letters… 

Thank you for your encouraging words. It means a great deal to hear from our readers. Keep 
those letters coming. We welcome suggestions for topics and ideas as well! 

 Every month we get at least one new subscriber request. Thank you for spreading 
the word about our newsletters and especially about the Ripley Public Library. 
When the renovations and new construction are done, our library is going to be a 
showplace for what can be done to an old historic building to make them relevant 
and usable for years to come. 

Did you know that from the library website, https://www.ripleylibrary.org/  
you can access past issues of The Bookworm and About Town? Simply scroll to 
the bottom of the opening page of the website to “Resources.” There you will find 
a link to those past newsletters. 

Keep those cards and letters coming! 

Advertising 

The Bookworm and About Town are once 
again requesting a donation from our local 
businesses, and in return we will give you 
advertising space in the newsletters. Due 

to the pandemic, adver-
tising was suspended be-
cause many of the busi-
nesses who help contrib-
ute to our local library 
were unable to open. 

With things slowly returning to normal, 
whatever normal will be, we are once 
again asking for your support. Until the 
completion of the December issue, busi-
nesses will be able to place an eighth page 
ad for only $5 per month. The amount of 
donation requested is much lower than 
any advertising you can buy, and our 
newsletters reach approximately 300 sub-
scribers. 

We thank you for your past support and 
look forward to working with you again. 

P.S. If you, the reader, would like to do-
nate and place a message of support, or 
encouragement, we would welcome your 
input! 

 Your best 
choice in auto 

body work 

Computer Aided 
Color Matching 

Free Estimates               Frame Machine 
 
   32 years experience 
 
Paint Booth  Hours: M-F 8am-5pm 
   Saturday 9am-noon 
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�0\�&KRLFH�� 
%\�6KDURQ�0F,QWRVK 

 
([WUHPH�3UH\� 
E\�-RKQ�6DQIRUG 

 
0DUO\V�3XUG\�DQG�KHU�WZR�VRQV��&ROH�
DQG�-HVVH��ZHUH�KDWFKLQJ�D�SODQ�WR�DV�
VDVVLQDWH�D�3UHVLGHQWLDO�FDQGLGDWH��
&ROH�ZDV�D�PLOLWDU\�PDQ�ZKR�KDG�VXI�
IHUHG�WUDXPD�LQ�EDWWOH�DQG�ZDV�YHU\�IR�
FXVHG�DQG�GHWHUPLQHG�WR�FDUU\�RXW�WKH�
SODQ��-HVVH�ZDV�WKH�VRQ�ZKR�ZRUNHG�
WKH�IDUP��VROG�WKH�SURGXFH�DQG�HJJV�DW�
ORFDO�PDUNHWV�DQG�ZDV�PRVWO\�XQDZDUH�
RI�KLV�EURWKHU¶V�DQG�PRWKHU¶V�SODQ� 
 
/XFDV�'DYHQSRUW�ZDV�D�UHWLUHG�SROLFH�
GHWHFWLYH�KLUHG�WR�LGHQWLI\�DQG�DUUHVW�
SHUSHWUDWRUV� 
 
8VLQJ�QXPHURXV�SROLFH�DQG�PLOLWDU\�
DJHQFLHV�WR�GHWHUPLQH�LI�WKHUH�ZDV�LQ�
IDFW�D�SORW��DQG�LI�VR��KRZ�FRXOG�WKH�
SXEOLF��WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�DQG�WKHLU�HQWRX�
UDJHV�EH�SURWHFWHG��/XFDV�ZDV�DEOH�WR�
SUHYHQW�VRPH��EXW�QRW�DOO��RI�WKH�SODQV�
RI�WKH�3XUG\�IDPLO\� 
 
,W�ZDV�D�ULYHWLQJ�VWRU\�OLQH��JUHDW�SORW��
FOHDUO\�GHILQHG�FKDUDFWHUV�DQG�D�QLFH�
HQGLQJ� 

7LPH�WR�6KRZ�<RX�&DUH� 
7KH�FRURQDYLUXV�KDV�SODFHG�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�VWUHVV�RQ�XV�
DOO��6RPH�SHRSOH�KDYH�JRQH�DERYH�DQG�EH\RQG�LQ�WKHLU�
UHVSRQVH�GXULQJ�WKHVH�WURXEOLQJ�WLPHV� 

7R�VKRZ�\RXU�JUDWLWXGH��KHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�DFWLYLW\�IRU�
SDUHQWV�WR�WHDFK�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�KRZ�WR�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�FDUH�IRU�XV� 

%ULJKWHQ�WKH�GD\�RI�WKHVH�VSHFLDO�FDUHJLYHUV���&RS\�
DQG�SDVWH�WKLV�ZHEVLWH��HGXDWODVRUJ�ZRUGSUHVV�FRP����
7KHQ�OHW�WKH�JDPHV�EHJLQ� 

(DFK�FKLOG�FDQ�VKRZ�RII�WKHLU�FUHDWLYH�WDOHQWV�ZKLOH�
VKRZLQJ�KRZ�PXFK�WKH\�FDUH� 

%22.�&/8%�,6�%$&.� 

�� 

7KH�%RRN�&OXE�ZLOO�PHHW�DW�&RIIHH�RQ�0DLQ�RQ�)UL�
GD\��2FWREHU���DW����D�P��WR�GLVFXVV�:LOG��� 

2FWREHU¶V�%RRN�&OXE�VHOHFWLRQ�LV�House Rules 
by Judi Picoult. 
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October New Books 
 
Adult Fiction 
Baldacci/Walk the Wire 
Bennett/The Vanishing Half 
Bradley/Speaking from Among 
the Bones 
Brooks/Devolution 
Brunstetter/The Half-Stitched 
Amish Quilting Club 
Connelly/Fair Warning 
Crouch/Recursion 
Evans/The Sunflower 
Feather/Kissed by Shadows 
Freeman/The Gospel of Mary 
Goldenbaum/Angora Alibi 
Gray/Her Fear 
Greaney/One Minute Out 
Harmon/Where the Lost Wander 
Harris/Secrets in the Stones 
Hawker/The Ragged Edge of 
Night 
Hudson/The Last Letter from 
Juliet 
Hughes/The Coroner’s Daughter 
Lewis/The Road Home 
Maden/Firing Point 
Meissner/The Girl in the Glass 
Patterson/Woman of God 
Pine/Crooked Paths 
Price/His Amish Nanny Book 1 
Price/The Amish Maid’s Sweet-
heart Book 2 
Rice/The Claiming of Sleeping 
Beauty 
Robinson/Children of the Revo-
lution 
Rooney/Normal People 
Villasante/The Grief Keeper 
Weiner/Big Summer 
 
Adult Nonfiction 
Brinkley/Saved by the Light 
Coates/Between the World and 
Me 
Collins/Service Tails 
Ensler/I Am an Emotional Crea-

ture 
Graybill/The Red and The White 
Letts/The Eighty-Dollar Cham-
pion 
Olson/Those Angry Days 
Simon/Homicide 
Thorndike/The Last of His Mind 
 

Adult Large Print 
Casey/Patterned After Death 
Day/Sherlock Holmes and The 
Apocalypse Murders 
Maine/Beyond The Wild River 
Maxwell/Murder at Chateau Sur 
Mer 
Perry/A Small Town 
Wells/The Devils Range 
 
Adult Paperbacks 
Archer/A Broth of Betrayal 
Connolly/Monument to the Dead 
Giusti/Amish Refuge 
Hamilton/Bran New Death 
Lavene/Looking for Mr. Good 
Witch 
Morgan/Death by Jack-o-
Lantern 
Sandford/Phantom Prey 
 

Young Adult 
Fitzpatrick/Silence Ireland/
Deathless Divide 
Leech/In Another Time 
McNamara/Lovely, Dark and 
Deep 
 

Junior Books 
Adler/Cam Jansen and the Mys-
tery at the Monkey House 
Milway/Operation Robot Storm 
Naidoo/Journey to Jo’ Burg 
Rylant/The Van Gogh Cafe 
Sharmat/Nate the Great and the 
Halloween Hunt 
Stine/Goosebumps-Weirdo Hal-
loween 
 
 

Easy Readers 
Higgins/Hotel Bruce 
Landers/Lead the Way 
Rusu/Ashlyn’s Fall Fiesta 
Shea/The Happiest Book Ever 
Talkington/BOO to You, Winnie 
the Pooh 
 

Audiobooks 
France/Signs of You 
Johansen/Silent Thunder and 
Storm Cycle 
Follett/World Without End 
       

Movies 
Against the Dark 
The Amityville Murders 
Luis and the Aliens 
The Manson Family Massacre 
The Sopranos Season 6, Part 1 
Unbreakable 
Vertigo 

 
 



 

Join Friends of the Library Now! 
The Friends of the Ripley Library have made a huge differ-
ence in not only the library, but in the town as well. We need 
YOU to join us in doing something worthwhile that benefits 
our entire community. Membership is as simple as filling out your 
name, address and phone number and contributing a $5 per year mem-
bership fee.  No experience necessary, all ages are welcome.  WE 
NEED YOU! Residency in Ripley is NOT required to be a member. 

Thank you so much for your past support. We hope you will become a 
member and contribute to another great year. 

 
  

 

 
�)ULHQGV�RI�WKH�5LSOH\�/LEUDU\�$SSOLFDWLRQ 

1DPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 
0DLOLQJ�$GGUHVV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
7RZQ�=,3�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
3KRQH�1XPEHU���+RPH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBB&HOO�BBBBBBBBBBBBB 
(PDLO�$GGUHVV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 
� 
 

'XHV�DUH����DQQXDOO\�LQ�-DQXDU\ 
3ULQW�WKLV�SRUWLRQ�DQG�UHWXUQ�LW�WR�WKH�OLEUDU\��RU�SLFN�XS�D�IRUP�DW�WKH�OLEUDU\�GHVN� 

����������������� 
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Friends of the Ripley Library 
P. O. Box 808 
Ripley, NY 14775 
 

FRIENDS OF THE RIPLEY LIBRARY  

Phone: 716-736-3913 
Fax: 716-736-3923 
https://www.ripleylibrary.org 
Email:  thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

·  Friends of the Library meeting Oc-
tober 23, 10a.m. Location to be an-
nounced 

· Curbside pickup will be Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 10a.m. til 3p.m. Email  Newsletter 

We  rely on email to get our newsletter out. 
We would like to increase our list of recipi-
ents but we need your help to do so.  Please 
tell your friends, relatives and neighbors 
about The Bookworm and the fun things 
we’re doing at the library. Each month you 
will also receive the email, About Town.  
For a monthly copy, send your email ad-
dress to:                                                    
thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

If you would like to opt out of our mailing, 
please let us know at                              
thebookworm14775@gmail.com 

*Also now available—The Bookworm 
and About Town on the library web-
site https://www.ripleylibrary.org 
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All groups and activities have been 
suspended until further notice. 
COVID-19 guidelines are in effect and 
the Ripley Public Library is closed 
until the “self quarantine” is lifted. 
We hope to see you again soon! 

Notes & Things 

 

The list of book and movie titles available is now on the library 
website https://ripleylibray.org. The library has over 1,000 titles 
to choose from, with more added each month. This is just a 
fraction of the total collection that will be available when con-
struction is done.  Books can be ordered by email 
(clerk@ripleylibrary.org) or a phone call (716-736-3913) and 
picked up during library hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We 
appreciate your continued patronage!  

 

Please note: all letters and/or emails to the 
Library and staff MUST be signed. Those 
without a signature will not be recognized. 
Names will be omitted, to protect privacy, 
if published. 


